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SUBJECT: LDP WINS UPPER HOUSE BY-ELECTION 

SUMMARY: WITH WIN OF ITS CANDIDATE IN RURAL BY-ELECTION, LDP REGAINS 
SEVEN VOTE MAJORITY IN UPPER HOUSE. BY-ELECTION WILL BE SEEN BY SOME 
TO INDICATE LOCKHEED HAS LITTLE OR NO ADVERSE EFFECT IN TRADITIONALLY 
CONSERVATIVE RURAL DISTRICTS. END SUMMARY. 

1 . LDP CANDIDATE YUTAKA SASAKI WON MAY 23 UPPER HOUSE BY- 
ELECTION IN AKITA PREFECTURE TO FILL SEAT OF DECEASED LDP DIETMAN 
GORO YAMAZAKI, HANDILY DEFEATING JSP AND JCP OPPONENTS. AS A RESULT 
OF HIS WIN, LDP REGAINS ITS SEVEN SEAT UPPER HOUSE MAJORITY. NEW 
UPPER HOUSE ALIGNMENT IS: LDP, 129; JSP, 62; CGP, 24; JCP, 20; 

DSP, 10; NUN CLUB, 5; AND INDEPENDENT (INCLUDING PRESIDENT) 2. 

2. COMMENT: AKITA RACE, FIRST DIET BY-ELECTION SINCE LOCKHEED SCANDAL 

BROKE, WAS CLOSELY WATCHED FOR LOCKHEED'S EFFECT ON LDP CANDIDATE IN 
TRADITIONAL, RURAL, NORMALLY CONSERVATIVE DISTRICT. LESSON APPEARS TO 
BE THAT IF LDP CANDIDATE TALKS HARD OF NEED FOR THOROUGH LOCKHEED 
PROBE AND CLEANER POLITICS-AS DID SASAKI-LOCKHEED HAS LITTLE OR 
NO ADVERSE EFFECT. WHILE CONSERVATIVE WIN REDOUNGS 
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ALSO ARGUE LOCKHEED'S DWINDLING ELECTORAL IMPORTANCE IN THE 
COUNTRYSIDE. 
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